March and District Amateur Operatic Society: Country Roads.

Director: Kerry Casey 

Musical Director: Adrian Casey

Choreographer: Jenny Slingsby
Performed at March Youth and Community Centre on 31st October 2009 (Matinee).

My first impressions of this production were; what a charming backdrop, so evocative of a “hoe-down”, and one which really set the scene for the entertainment to follow.  The whole ambience brought back fond memories of the square dance group “March Mixers” and there could be no mistaking from where today’s compilation show would draw its inspiration.  Kerry Casey marked her MADAOS directorial debut with this production and is to be congratulated for such a wide choice of numbers yet staying within the Country Roads theme.  As with most shows of this type, the audience were treated to a variety of groupings, male chorus, female chorus, solo artists, duos, trios etc interspersed with four dance routines.  Supported by a trio of musicians, the cast negotiated their way through 35 numbers and highlights for me included Islands in the Stream by Claire Lilley and Mick Darwood; the ladies chorus with You Need Me and the male chorus with a very gusto Achy Breaky Heart; two numbers from Sally Rose and a rather haunting rendition of Vincent from Adrian Casey.  This last number had us all guessing at first as to where the singing was coming from until it dawned that it was the MD himself!  And what an excellent job he did on both accounts.    
